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principles of responsible government secured in prac- Chapter
tice? No doubt largely it rests on the political sense    __L
of the people, which condemns straining of authority,
and, as in the case of Queensland in 1907-8 and Canada
in 1926, censures by the voice of the electorate the
action of any government which misuses its power.
More technically, the necessity of obtaining supply is a
powerful check on disregard of the legislature; failure
to consult Parliament, whose annual meeting is pro-
vided for by law, would involve inability to collect much
of the revenue, and expenditure would be in the main
illegal, and, though there is difficulty in legal pro-
ceedings in such cases, might indirectly at last be dealt
with by the Courts. But it is also clearly the duty of
the Governor in the last resort to intervene to secure
the observation of the conventions of the constitution,
as will be shown later, just as it is his duty to intervene
in the far more difficult case, when a ministry sup-
ported by a majority in the legislature insists on defy-
ing the law, or desires to extend the life of the legisla-
ture and thus to deprive the electorate of its effective
control of its representatives.
In the Irish Free State, in view of the dangers of mere
convention, a most elaborate effort has been made to
stereotype as law the conventions of the constitution.
The constitution creates the Executive Council and
declares its responsibility to the Dail Eireann, the
lower house. The selection of the President of the
Council, i.e. the Prime Minister, is expressly given to
the Bail, excluding any discretion on the part of the
Governor-General; the President selects his colleagues,
but with the approval of the Dail. The ministry thus
chosen must retire from office if it ceases to command